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v/'^Aeher Ben-Ha than - Dlreotor Oeneral of Defense Ministry" 

"It was just a usual, grey weekday, accidentally picked out among others* She 
Director Oeneral arrived at work as usual, at 8 o'clock* Some "heavy - files are 
already welting on his desk* A glance at the calendar, a day full of Beatings, 
debates, interviews# Where te start? First cooes the Head of Afro-Aslan Aid 
Department, a field of action which no longer constitutes a novelty, and which 
covers large areas in both continents, in which Israel has established close 
friendly relations with a whole eeriee of states* Sheas relations require constant 
supervision and devolepnent* They also create various problsas with which the 
Defense Ministry is olossly concerned ; problems of Oodaa, Bahai, instruction, etc. 
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As a result of the C.e.S and Be&'N&than’s tour- Is sons of the Far Sant states, 
aav matters have to he takes up and discussed* Bests consultation with the 
Boenomlo Control Department* on natters of supervision and efficiency in various 
fields ef action* Then come the* sen frea the Organisation and Administration 
Section* Again efficiency is discussed. The work efficiency is reiterated on 
every level* Ibat is, in fact, all the debates ala at* 

At neon there* is net always time to go heme. Ten eat something in a hurry* 
and ge on working* Or else* some TIP is invited for dinner, which involves cere* 
monies, protocol, official atmosphere* 

Bade te the office* A talk with Hr* Peres on Zahal’e pensionaries; problems 
ef discharged officers In the light ef various public aspects* last come the 
current files* A work day of 12 hours has net yet come te an end* At home you 
etiU have te prepare the Friday night lecture for journalists* This Is a typi- 
cal day, net an overcharged one* Sometimes the Director General has no less than 
ssven meetings in the morning* One day in the week is devstsd te the Defense 
.Minister, for consultations within a limited frame; Prime Minister, Deputy^Defense 
Minister, C*e*S* and Deputy, and the Director General* In the capacity of Dlreote: 
General, he always takes part In meetings ef the General Staff. 

The Director General pulls quite a number ef strings* He will pay attention 
te whatever problem is submitted te him, from the "big* ones, such as interna- 
tional dealings and transactions, te the "futile* affairs such as scholarships 
or ether klnde ef financial support te indivlduale* For each problem he will try 
te find the adequate solution* and alwaye after thoroughly weighing and examining 
the matter* "Arthur knows how te deal with men,” they say about him in the Minis- 
try. From the driver and the typist and up te sealer officials • they all agree 
that the Bees is a perfect gentleman* 

Once, in the days ef Late Dlsengeff,' people used te say that In order te he 
mayor of a city, you first have to build it* as Dlsengeff had built Tel Aviv. It 
seems that new the same may be said about the State: In order te occupy a key 

position In the State, you ought to have built it, or at least been among these 
who did* Asher (Arthur) Ben-Ha than was among the planners who did net show off, 
did net appear in the headlines, did not hold speeches in public, but acted almost 
secretly* underground, behind the curtains. He is one of those who have become 
a legend in their lifetime* A mysterious legend, slightly romantic, audacious and 
met devoid of adventures, from the days ef the "b^rlchal" (Immigration ef camp 
survivors through Vienna) up to the Jlbeutti and Inkeda period and the Bat Gal la 
ship* 

Arthur, as the Director General is called in the effice, belongs to the 
"Vienna Group* ef top men, which Include ale# Teddl Eelek, Shud Avrlel, Halm Ben- 
Davld* They have created a sort ef personal "style"* a "Vienna" style, which ^ 

differs from the "Sabra", the Bast European, the German or the Anglo-Saxon ones* 
This style is net only based on good manners, culture and politeness which were 
once ee typical for Vienna, but alee on inner delicacy, optimism, good humor and 
smiles. All these features were largely Influenced by the Viennese music, the 
waltsee, but alee the literary creations ef the Vienna doctrine, ef Schnltsler, 
Zweig and last but not least - Hersl. 

As a pupil In the Hebrew Gymnasium ef Vienna, Arthur participated every year 
In the traditional precession ef the town’s Zionists te Hersl’s tombstone in the 
Modeling quarter* This tradition, that had a considerable Impact on the young 
generation, was only broken with the Nasi occupation ef Austria* Arthur was a 
member ef "Maocabl H&sair" already when he was still a etudent* This was the 
right wing among pioneer movements* He joined the "Kibbutaim and Eevutset Union* 
only In Israel, and from the political point ef view became integrated in M&pal. 
Being tall and blond, of a "Berdlc" and "Aryan" look, was not directly hit by the 
Basle* In those days, the youth movement used te take leng walks outside the town, 
te the romantic Vienna Veeds, where Martin Buber used te speak to the enthusiastic 

youth. 11 | 
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The a the moment ef the "Aliyah" (emigration and immigration te Israel) came* 
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It was, ef course, the illegal Aliyah, (permits were extremely limited), and 
the immigrants managed te land in Casarea en the 29th ef Janet 1938, seme three 
months after Austria had been ecoapied. The next day Arthur and hie friends were 
transferred te Hadera fer agricultural training. He went te work in the citrus 
groves, In the fereet er wherever required te. A few years later the group 
established Its permanent home In the kibbut* ef Devrat, te which Arthur Is still 
olssely attached. Poring the Hadera peried Arthur learned te know Erika, who Is 
mew his wife and aether ef his two children. 

!• 

Immigration te Israel was a frequent pheneaenen la these days. Less se was 
the emlgratlen from Israel. But Arthur has experience in It tee, when in Octeber 
1945, he vae ordered te leave la a small beat, together with ether young men, fer 
a rescue aisalen in Europe. The way te Italy and from there te Vienna was net 
easy. He started hie Journey in Brigade uniform, then with papers ef an Austrian 
"refugee* vhe returns heme. The task cenferrei en him censlsted mainly ef looking 
fer war erlalmals (Basis). Hie preblem was how te reach them. Together with five 
friends, he left fer Gras, which at that tlae was under British occupation, In a 
Brigade car. The car had an acoldent and they had te carry en by feet te Vienna. 
The problem arose when he had te cress the herder between the British and Russian 
senes. His papers proWked the suspiclen ef the Seriet guard. However, a British 
sergeant, impressed with Arthur's good English, helped him te Jump en the Vienna 
beund train when It was already leaving the quay. 

In Vienna he Immediately started the hunt ef Hast criminals. His first target 
was Adolf Xlchaan. A photo of Klchaan, found by ono of Arthur's friends, later 
en helped In Identifying him and catching him. 

The most important chapter started when Arthur was appointed commander of the 
*B/rlcha)t” (immigration through Vienna). He had te pase more than 200, 000 'Jewish 
refugees, holocaust survivors, from Poland, Russia, Rumania, Hungary, etc. te the 
temperary camps in Germany or to immigration bases in Italy. This peried is 
wrapped with a hale ef legend* It was said them that there are four Occupying 
Fevers la Austria, and the fifth Is the "B^richa^" Command. All intelligence 
service e tried te detect this mysterious Arthur, who then appeared as a Journalist 
under the name ef Arthur Feler, and represented two Palestinian newsp&pere and 
one telegraphic agency. He often had exciting scoops, which ho did not invent, 
but actually created, as, for Instance, when he organised demonstrations of 
Vienna Jews near the headquarters ef the Anglo-American Eros Israel Committee. At 
the earns peried, Arthur* s wife acted fer the Jewish Agency as HURRA representative 
la Austria, and Arthur often acted ae her driver, fer purposes ef aamoufla go. 

Once he crossed ever to Germany with papers ef a prisoner's escort, whereas the 
prisoner wae no other than Arthur himself. Hie most suspicious ef all were, of 
course, the Russians, who were disturbed by the very idea of convoying Jows out- 
side the Iron Curtain. 



He price would be tee high if they managed te get held of him* And indeed, 
he was caught once, and* •• released. Tears latsr, when Arthur was already Director 
General, ef the Defence Ministry, a strange character showed up in his office, 
wearing a green cap and raising the secretary's suspicion; the man claimed he was 
among the ^B^rlchaH” men and had received an order te kill Arthur. The secretary 
was about to alert the Seourlty Officer, when the fellow introduced himself as an 
ex-n&vD nan and told that at the time, the Soviet authorities had ordered him te 
liquidate the *Byrlcha)t* commander at any c*et. "Don't you remember met" the man 
mow asked. 



Once a British Journalist addressed Arthur, "Do you happen te know who was 
this mysterious Arthur who wae in charge of the Jewish SSg Refugees activity,!" 
"I would like te make hie acquaintance myself," Arthur replied, keeping his mys- 
terious smile. This smile also won him the label of "Sphinx. ■ This Sphinx one 
day entered tht "Royal Hence au" Hotel in Paris, where David Ben-^urlon was in 
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exile and acted as the Chairman ef the Jewish Agency Exscut Its* It was in the 
year 19^* and Arthur cane te report an the "Bfricha^” act It it lea. His report 
was straight t# the point , without superfluous dramatisation. Ben-Gurlon was 
impressed hy it, and a year later he asked the klbbuts Derr at te free Arthur ef 
his duties in the kibbuts, and task him te his Tel Arir office (in the Red House)* 
There he spent hie tine up te the establishment ef the State ef Israel, when he 
vae called t# eerre in the Political Department of the foreign Office and vaa sent 
en seme secret mission te Prance* 

At the end ef the mission he wae granted study vacations and want te Geneva, 
where he studied political science, international lav and economics, and was the 
pupil ef the eld Prefeseer RapardT, former member of the League ef Rations* Man- 
date Commission, and a personal friend ef president Yeltsnan* Then came the 
period ef Africa - Djibouti, Ethopla, the Inkoda Company and Bat Call* (ship)* 
Everything else le silence* 

And Purls again - at the head of the Defence Ministry Delegation, with all the 
responsibility Involved In this Imports nt task ef procurement and ralatlons with 
the top ef the Trench Army. Prom there - te the top of the Defence Ministry, fir si 
as Acting Director General, and then up to the present moment, as Director General. 

•It la a pleasure te work with him,* say his assistants, who talk of him with 
real admiration, mentioning hie enormous working capacity, his quick grasp even in 
moat complicated matters, hie extraordinary power of persuasion, bis common sense, 
the way he evades honor, bis great gift of knowing bov te handle people* He has 
wide horlsens and his fields ef Interest are vast; music, art, literature, lan- 
guages, sport* He plays tennis whenever he has get the time for it, he likes to 
play musical Instruments, and when he was In Teheran recently, he used the oppor- 
tunity te do seme skiing* 

On Hew Tear* a Ere, Arthur brings his wishes te all the Min istry v employees 
personally* On this day he •travels” several kilometers, without omitting any 
ef the employees* He drinks a toast with all of them and never forgets te go 
ever to the disabled club, in order to wish them a happy new year* 

In the Supply Seotlen he one day met a producer who came to discuss a matter 
concerning his business. When Arthur learned the man was producing eights (for 
guns), he said, »I hope your intentions ere good, indeed. ■ (in Hebrew the same 
word means 'intentions* and *sights.* 

The traditional tour ef all the offices in the big building takes some 20 
'hours ef walk, by feot* This tour may illustrate his entire way ef working* 

Many hours combined with excellent work conditions and relations*. 

Comment s As indicated in this article, BEN NATHAN is a highly respected 
individual not only by the IDF, but by the Attache Corps as well* 
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